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President Biden hosted the second Tribal Nations Summit & first in person in Washington D.C. with Tribal 

leaders to help foster Nations to Nations relationships.  Skagway Traditional Council’s President Jaime Bricker 

was in attendance to represent the tribe. The  importance of langue was strongly discussed on day one by 

Secretary Deb Haaland.  “There is an urgency to institute language programs before the few speakers that are 

left are no longer with us.” noted Bricker.  The following days included discussion on the American Rescue 

Plan Act & Criminal Justice.  Thank you Jaime Bricker, STC appreciates your continued dedication to the tribe 

& community.  

Please enjoy the following article link on Preston Singletary, Native American Glass Artist. His work is on 

display  at the Smithsonian. https://www.seattletimes.com/entertainment/visual-arts/seattle-artist-preston-

singletarys-solo-exhibit-opens-at-smithsonians-national-museum-of-the-american-indian/ 

PHOTOS BY JAIME BRICKER 

TRIBAL NATIONS SUMMIT  
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Skagway Traditional Council was thrilled to host another Yuletide Open House! It was so nice to see 

community members and STC celebrate together after a few prior years missed. We look forward to 

hosting more community events and gatherings in the Tribal Hall and hope you will join us. 

 

This year  tribal member Beau Dennis designed STC’s annual Christmas card.  We hope you enjoyed this 

beautiful keepsake & had a wonderful holiday season. Sigóowu yoo at kooteek!  

YULETIDE OPEN HOUSE 
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HATHER DONATION 

Photos by Sarah Cash, Cultural Resource Specialist  

Recently, the tribe accepted donations from Don and Betty Hather. The Hather Collection consists of 

approximately 30 items ranging from various Indigenous groups. Currently our Cultural Resource Staff is 

in the process of cleaning, researching and cataloging  the items. We hope to be able to show case these 

items soon with the tribal citizens and community members in the near future.  
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While the Farm is currently put to rest for the winter, STC is getting excited to see what year 2 brings!  The 

Farm produced 1071 lbs. of food last season and sold 969lb.  We have many new and fun projects to share 

with our members and community and would love to hear from you.  What did you enjoy about our new 

adventure in farming? Anything you’d hope to see?  Skagway Traditional Council is working hard to establish 

a healthy, sustainable land for everyone to come out and enjoy! 

FARM UPDATE 

Photo by Brooke Jasky-Zuber 
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Salmon in the Classroom 

The Environmental team is gearing up for another round of salmon classes at the Skagway school, which means 

our aquarium is up and running!  This year we’ve included some of the other organisms important for healthy 

salmon habitat in the tank, including the macroinvertebrates that provide food for juvenile salmon and keep the 

water clean by grazing on decaying matter.  Caddisflies, mayflies, stoneflies, and hydras not only provide these 

services for the stream ecosystem, but also help scientists gauge how clean the water is – these charismatic 

stream bugs are intolerant of pollution and will only be present in a healthy stream (or aquarium!). 

Rain Gardens and the BEACH Program 

STC was awarded two new competitive grants from the Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation’s 

(DEC) Alaska Clean Water Actions programs!   

Rain Gardens 

In response to Skagway School 4th and 5th graders’ request for more rain gardens to save our urban salmon 

streams, STC will be leading an effort to design and install green stormwater infrastructure in locations around 

Skagway.  Students will help to calculate rain garden dimensions, find priority locations for installation, and fill 

the rain gardens with native plants, as well as improve the existing rain gardens on 11th avenue. 

BEACH Program 

While recreation on beaches in Skagway doesn’t usually include sunbathing or surfing, Skagway residents and 

visitors come into contact with marine waters through activities such as beach combing, dog walking, kayaking, 

and stand-up-paddleboarding.  Concerns over high bacteria loads in the summertime prompted environmental 

staff to complete a beach survey for DEC’s Beaches Environmental Assessment and Coast Health (BEACH) 

program to determine whether marine pathogens are posing a risk to recreational beach users.  Skagway was 

selected to participate in a monitoring program during 2023-24 and will be collecting water samples for weekly 

testing during the summer months.  Additionally, data collected will be available to the community, public 

service announcements will be issued in case of exceedances, and STC will provide outreach for interested 

beachgoers about healthy nearshore marine ecosystems.   

ENVIRONMENTAL DEPARTMENT 

by Reuben Cash 

Caddisfly (Trichoptera)  Hydra (Hydra)  

Mayfly (Ephemeroptera)  Stonefly (Plecoptera)  
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Taiya Counseling Services, LLC is now open and providing mental health services to Skagway residents Mondays 

through Wednesday from 8 am to 5pm. Additionally, reminiscent group, SMART recovery group, and other mental 

health outreach will continue under Taiya Counseling Services made possible by a partnership with the Tribe.  

Currently, we accept Blue Cross BlueShield, BCBS FEP, Aetna, AK Medicaid, Medicare. For those without insurance 

we are able to provide limited sessions at nominal fee price. Please email us at Info@taiyacounseling.com if you 

would like to learn about it. This offer is provided thanks to funding support from the Skagway Traditional Council 

through May 2023. We are continuing to work towards being an in-network provider with most of the main 

insurance providers. You can reach John Hischer at his office phone (907) 983-2459 for more information. 

JOHN HISCHER, LCSW  

TAIYA COUNSELING SERVICES, LLC.  
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Skagway Traditional Council Mission 

“Our mission at the Skagway Traditional Council is to nurture and protect our 

tribal members by persevering cultural heritage, natural resources,  improving 

partnerships and economic sustainability, while upholding tribal sovereignty.” 

 

 

Gunalche esh 
 

This is a free newsletter brought to you by the  Skagway Traditional Council.  

For more information about tribal history, elections, activities, and upcoming  

events visit our  website: www.skagwaytraditional.org 

 

Skagway Traditional Council 

P.O. Box 1157 

Skagway, AK 99840 

Phone (907) 983-4068 Fax (907) 983-3068 

Email: info@skagwaytraditional.org 

 


